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· Lesson Title: The ones that got away….The Kindertransport
· Lauren Piner (South Central High School, North Carolina, USA) and Steve Goldberg (New Rochelle High School, New York, USA)
· Course: World History; Holocaust and Genocide Course
· Category: The Holocaust
· Grades 9-12, Ages 14-18, Can be scaffolded to fit standard-level or honors-level students
· Time Required: two, ninety-minute class periods

Personal Information
Lauren Piner: Lauren Piner has five years of experience teaching primarily Title I students in Eastern North Carolina at South Central High School in Winterville. She teaches a semester-long, ninth grade World History course (both standard and honors-level), and a semester-long Honors Holocaust and Genocide elective. She became involved with Centropa at a winter seminar at Duke University in February 2015. Lauren participated in the Centropa Summer Academy in Poland in 2015 and Vienna, Prague, and Berlin in 2016. 

Steve Goldberg: Steve Goldberg has served as chairperson of the Social Studies department at New Rochelle High School for the past 26 years; he is a recent president of the National Council for the Social Studies and he is currently the president of the Westchester Lower Hudson Council for the Social Studies. Steve has been a participant for several years at the Centropa Summer Academy. 
 	 	 		
Lesson Summary
This lesson provides a brief overview of The Kindertransport for students with an extension lesson that allows students to trace the experience of a child who was a part of the Kindertransport or an adult who was integral in the implementation of the Kindertransport process through Europe. This lesson uses three specific Centropa films, “Only a couple streets away from each other”, “A suitcase full of memories”, and “The story of the Brodmann family”. Included in the lesson are background information and selections from documents located in the Vienna-Jewish Sourcebook published by Centropa.

Context for Lesson

Enduring Understanding

Goals/Objectives

Centropa Sources Used
Vienna-Jewish Sourcebook page 132-133
Films and Interviews: Kitty and Otty Suscheny, Lillie Tauber, Kurt Brodmann

Lesson Plan
· Lesson Opening:
· As students come into the classroom divide them into two groups. 
· Once students are all in groups begin class by handing each group one photo (Photo A or Photo B)
· Give students 2 minutes to look at the photo and answer the following questions individually on a sheet of paper. 
· What do you see?
· What do you think it is?
· Is there any symbolism? 
· Where do you think this is?
· Give students 3 minutes to share out in their groups what they wrote with one another
· Each group elects one representative to share their responses to the photo as it is projected on the board to the whole class. . 
· Once students share their answers, tell students both are photos of commemorative memorials to the thousands of children placed on the Kindertransport
· Teacher will then provide a brief overview of the Kindertransport
· Give each student a copy of the Overview Handout (page 132-133 in the Centropa Vienna-Jewish Sourcebook
· While students are reading, they should answer the following focus questions:
· Who started the kindertransport?
· Where did it take place?
· Who got to go? What were the requirements?
· When did it start? When did it end?
· Why was it needed? What was happening?
· Teacher and students then go over/discuss their answers to the focus questions
· Once students have a sufficient understanding of the basics of the Kindertransport, students may complete the lesson extension activity
Lesson Extension Activity
· Break students into groups of 2-3
· Once students are paired, hand each group a folder with pertinent documents (Handouts for All, taken from UK National Archives) and documents related to their assigned individual(also include links to Centropa videos for those that apply) and have them trace the experience of a child who was a part of the kindertransport, or a person who was actively involved in its creation/implementation. 
· Once students have gathered sufficient information, they will create a timeline poster or Glog to be shared  with the rest of the class about their individual in either a presentation or gallery walk format (teacher’s discretion)
· Items to cover/answer/include
· Children of the Transport
· How were they chosen for the kindertransport? What was the process?
· How did they get to their destination? What routes did they take? What was the journey like?
· Once they got to Great Britain where were they placed?
· Whom with and where did they live?
· What did they do during the war? What was life like?
· What did they do after the war? Where did they end up after the war?
· Instrumental Individuals in the Kindertransport
· Who were they? (Where were they from? What was their life story up to that point?)
· How did they get involved with the Kindertransport?
· What was their role in the Kindertransport?
· What did they do during the war, after the Kindertransport was stopped? Where were they?
· What did they do after the war?
· Were they ever given any awards for their work?
· Individuals 
· Kitty Suschny (child) 
· Interview
· Lilli Tauber (child)
· Interview
· Kurt Brodmann (child)
· Interview
· Samuel Hoare (politician)
· Viscount  Herbert Louis Samuel (politician) 
· Geertruida (Truus) Wijsmuller-Meijer (rescuer)
· Nicholas Winton (rescuer)
· Wilfrid Israel (rescuer)
· Rabbi Solomon Schonfeld (rescuer)
· Bertha Leverton (child, organizer of the Kindertransport reunion)
· Else Hirsch (teacher)
· Hanna Bergas (teacher)
· Anna Essinger (teacher)
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[image: ]






Photo B
[image: ]
Overview Handout [image: ]





















Handouts for all (pg 1 of 2)
[image: ]









Handouts for all (pg 2 of 2)
[image: ]

Handouts for All
[image: ]









Handouts for All

[image: ]







Handouts for All (pg 1 of 2)
[image: ]



Handouts for All (pg 2 of 2)
[image: ]
image1.png




image2.png
5 f\\l
..mw«\vm'!;,%* Ll 7&"&




image3.png
When we spealk about the Kindertranspost, we refr 1o the rescue of
approsimately 10,000 Jewish children from Germany, Austea, and the
(Crech Republc 1 the United Kingdom between 1938 and 1939.

“The first Kindertransport from Berln departed on December 1, 1938,
the frt from Viemna on Decermber 10. In March 1939, ate the German
armny entered Caechoslovakia, transports from Prague were hatily orga-
nized. Trans of Polish Jewish children were also arranged in February
and Angust 1939.

The last group of childeenfrom Germany depasted on September 1, 1939,
the day the German army imvaded Poland and provoked Great Betain,
France,and other countrie to declare was. The last known transpart of
Kinder from the Netherlands lefton May 1, 940, the daythe Dutch army
surrendered to Germany. Tragically, hundreds of Kinder were caught in
Belgiuen and the Netherkands during the German invasion, making them
subject once more tothe Nz regime and is collsborators.

Upon arsival in Great Beitan, some Kinder were sent 10 prearranged
foster famiics, while others without prearranged foster families were
Shelterd at temporary holding centers on the coast of East Anglia —
Dovercourt nea Harwich.Inthe end, many of the childsen for whom no
home could be found wero placed on fares o in hostels s by the KCM
(Refugee Children Movement).

From the moment o theis arival, the childen strugzled 1o maintain
contact withthei parents. At st ltters between parents and children
Bowed fiey casly, and many were filled with hopes and plans for ro-
union. The beginning of the war n 1939 meast the end of this dream.
In addition, the German government estricted the delivery of mail o
and from Jews,forcing parents and chidren (0 rely on ntermediaries or
the Red Cross. In 1942 many stopped receving leters for reasons they
could not understand untl ates.

132 T e

In 1940, the British government ordered the internment of 1640
70-yar-old refugees from enemy countries — so-alled emerny aliens’
Approsimately 1000 of the Kinder were in internment carmps, and
around 400 were teansported overseas o Canada and Australia. About
1,000 German snd Ausrian tecnagers served inthe Beiish armed forc-
s, including combat usits.

Mst of the Kinder survived the war, but ony few were rusited with pas-
‘et who had ither spent the wax i hiding or survived the Nazicamps.

e zomcsoss 133
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HOME OFFICE (Auevs Deraers 8
CLELAND HOUSE,
PAGE STREET,
LONDO, .1

0tn August, 1989,

Dear Retily,
T confirm the talk I had with you over the telephone
“hia afternoon to the effact that Sir Charles Stead, the
Director of the Kovement for the Care of Children from
Germany, has informed us that his Comnittee 16 no longer
repared to accept responsibility for refugee chilren sent
T unersts

from Germany and. ha 1, alresdy informed their

agencies in grester Germany to this offect. Stesd has
to-day heard thet the Gestapo have nevertheless obtained

possession of approximetely 80 of the white pemit cards

for child refugees end are sending a party to-day acrose
the Duteh frontier on route to Englend, snd he would be
greatly obliged 1f stens coult be taken to inform the

Dutch Government that these children would mot be admitted

%o the United Kinglon at the present time snd presune
that in these oircumstances the Dutch Govermment will refuse
to sllow the chiltren to enter their territory, Stesd

has inforned us further thet there are about 300 to 400
more carde still in Berlin in sadition to those which the

Gestapo have setzed.
Yours stncerely,

e Jiasa

D. P. Reilly, Feu.
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CUARDLANSHIP (REFUGES CHILDRGN) 4CT, 19,

Aspotntannt of Guerdisn,

WESAS 1t sppesrs o me Shat oach of the persors,
sentioned in the Sohedule hereto, 4a for the tim being
in Sngland wd 1 & person -

() Who eredved in the United Kingion stter the
o1 of the year 1936 in consoquenso of
war (stother forotgn ce otvid) or of
oligious, restal or political
persccution, ant vho had not at the tine

of arrival attatned the ago of aixtoen

your; oot
(6 ho has mo parent £ tho United Kingiom;
ot

(2) Who has not attatnad tho ago of twonty-one
Jeurs ant, in the caso of a feealo, has

never boon zareiots

T, TIEENRS, An parsuano of tho powr onferred
o 50 by sectian one of the Gumaianship (Rsfogee Chiliron)
Act, 150, T heroby sgpoint Tho Lot Garedl, C.B.E., K.0.,
%0 b guaniion of oah of the porsons mentiored in the aeid
Seetue,

it oo Moricon

Om of its Hajosty's Prinotpal

Secroterios of State,

Homs 0ftioo,
Fhitonal,

" 5SEP 944
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Exloy fardens,
Halifax.
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Tord Halifax,

Dear str,

I am deeply congemod for the plight
of young German girls mnd boya, who, After
leaving school find 11fe made intolérable
for them owing to the racial and religlous
@ifferences in thoir own oowntry. = That
fesling of conoern is my only excuse for
taling up the valusble time of cne whose
onerous dutiss render inexousable any
intrusion of lesser mpovt

If T could succeed in elielting your
support in any ono of the followlng sohemes I
at 1's ultimate success wowls be

(1) fioula migration to ngland of these
young people be facilitated by bheir
temporary adoption by Engliah families?

(2) Ts it possible to arouse the interest
of a body of volunsary workews to form
an_tnsbifuilon for proviaing food,
Taligs oz amplomeis for cnig Sl

- (8 Jould you, air, give pernission fos
‘broadaaat’appeal for co-oporat i
ot Brizish fasilies, or an appeal bo
e Jooa) aubhortties to give frien
TR e M gt <5, {1
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b (4) Would you, sir, give asaistance in cbtatning

visas for them?

60

(5) Wouls you sir, assist the writor In his
efforts by placing with hin your written
£ull spproval of the scheme?

1f, in your wider experience of such matbers
you consider the above sugzestions impracticable,
would you advise me as’to how these unfortunabe
young peopls can best be holped by yowng inglish
peoplot

Needless to state, any asaistance or adyice
that you can offer to me will not be undervalued.

T beg to remain,

Yours respectfully,

I # Harr
et




