
Zina Minevich’s Uncle Isaac Minevich 

My uncle Isaac at the front. He sent this picture from the front to his son. The photo was taken in
1942 in Gorkiy.

My father's brother Isaac Minevich was born in 1907. He studied at the cheder and knew Hebrew
well. At 12 he began to look for jobs to help his parents. He went from house to house on cold
nights purchasing pig bristle from farmers after they had their Christmas pigs slaughtered. He was
selling bristle to wholesale traders in Malin. He gave all money he earned to his mother.

When he recovered Isaac returned to Kiev and got a job at the office involved in the paper trade
business. He was deputy manager and then became manager. In 1938 he married a Jewish woman
from a very religious family. Her name was Tsyupa. In 1929 their son Marek was born. Their son
Dania was born in 1937 and their younger daughter Rina was born in 1939. Isaac was summoned
to the army in the first days of the war in 1941. He was sent to the Kiev food supplies center. In the
first months of the war this center was near the front, but after half of its stuff was killed or
wounded at the Gotiy station, it was transferred to the Gorky station in Russia. He served there
until the beginning of 1946. Isaac's wife and their children and parents were in the evacuation in
Tashkent.
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