
Orlikova Elena’s Grandfather's Sister Manya
Kats 

My grandfather's sister Manya Kats. Maria Illinichna Kats, my grandfather's sister, lived with them.
She was born some time in 1870s and she was single. She was a dentist and was a very kind and
nice person. People said that she belonged to such people that could only love once in a lifetime.
She loved a man once, but he married somebody else. She did not forgive him and never married
herself. Until her last days she walked to work, some children's home in the outskirts of Kiev. We
keep her letters that she wrote in August 1941 as our dearest relic. She described the situation in
Kiev before the very German occupation. All 3 of them - my grandfather, my grandmother and Aunt
Manya - were shot when Germans entered the city. They didn't even take them to the Babiy Yar ;
they just shot them where they were.
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