
Ruth Goetzova At Work 

This picture was taken in 1949 in Prague. I am standing first from the left, and on the far right is my
stepfather, Ota Las. The photograph is from the Clothing Cooperative, where we both worked. After
the war my stepfather was ill, my sister Eva was a feeble fifteen-year-old girl, and my mother was
also quite badly off. We had nothing. I had to take care of the household and didn't have the
possibility of continuing my studies. In 1946 our father opened a small clothing workshop. It was in
the name of one tailor who worked for us, and on his business permit. It did fairly well. I helped
with the paperwork, and at home I cooked and cleaned and took care of the household. We had a
couple of seamstresses and one cutter and that tailor man, and that was how we made a living. In
1948 our business was nationalized and became a Clothing Cooperative. I started working there as
a secretary, and eventually became an accountant. My stepfather also worked there, as well as my
Uncle Rudolf, who even eventually became the director. They then threw him out because of his
bourgeois roots.
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