
Ernest Galpert With His Wife Tilda Galpert 

This is a picture of my wife Tilda Galpert, nee Akerman and me, during a visit to my sisters in Haifa,
Israel, in 2000. My wife and I traveled to Israel for the first time in 1988 when perestroika had just
begun. We got together for a party and our first toasts during this party were to Gorbachev. It was
like coming back to life! Tilda and I met with Voita, my friend who had been in the camps with me,
and Frieda, my wife's friend, who had been in the concentration camp with her. Such friendship is
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more than blood relationship. We met them after such long time. We hugged and kissed. Of course,
Israel made a great impression on me. The ancient and modern times intertwine wonderfully there.
We've been to Israel several times since then. I like this wonderful country. I admire its people that
created a paradise in the stone desert. I resigned in 1994. My wife resigned at the age of 55. The
management asked her to work longer claiming that they couldn't do without her. Tilda kept her
position for five more years and then in 1983 she insisted that she wanted to quit. It was time for
her to take a rest. My wife and I shall turn 80 this year, but we are trying not to give up. We go for
a walk every day whatever the weather. We don't care about rain, snow or frost, but when it's
windy it's worse. We walk six kilometers every day. We have a favorite route: we walk to a park out
of the town. Tilda and I go to the swimming pool three times a week. We've gone there for 15
years. We are trying to stay in good shape. I don't know for how long we'll manage. My favorite
pastime now is my computer. When I got it I was thinking of communicating with my grandson in
Israel since phone calls are expensive. So I bought a computer for the sake of e-mail, but later I got
very fond of it. I attend computer classes at Hesed. I get so nervous when I do something wrong,
but when I learn something new I'm so happy. I've found the Jewish alphabet in the computer and
now I can type in Ivrit. I enjoy it so much. Computer is my only hobby that my wife doesn't share
with me. We are together in everything else. Regardless of what has been I 'm grateful to life that
we have met and managed to live our life together.
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