
Iosif Gurevich With His Wife 

This is a picture of my wife Ludmila Gurevich [nee Volosova] and me. The photo was taken in Lvov
in 1950. I served in the Navy in the Far East from 1942-1947. I have a medal 'For Victory over
Japan' and the orders 'Combat Red Banner, grade III' and 'For Courage'. I demobilized in 1947.
Upon demobilization I received a diploma 'For Faultless Service in the Pacific Ocean Navy'. I wanted
to continue my studies after my demobilization. I couldn't obtain permits to go to Moscow or
Leningrad and didn't want to return to Konotop. In evacuation I had met a boy from Lvov, two years
older than I. He had finished his first year at the Faculty of History at Lvov University. He told me a
lot about Lvov. I corresponded with him and he suggested that I went to Lvov upon my
demobilization. I obtained a permit to go to Lvov. I visited my father and brother in Konotop and
went to Lvov. I didn't have a profession but had to go to work. I could play volleyball and swim very
well. I had been trained in the Navy. I got a job as a PE teacher at a vocational school. The
management of this school sent me on a three months' course of advanced training at Lvov
College of Physical Education. I was offered to enter this college, but I was thinking of some other
profession than a PE teacher. I went to the Mechanics Department at the Food Industry Technical
School. I became a 2nd-year student since I had finished nine years at secondary school. This
technical school trained specialists for alcohol and yeast factories. Three years later I became a
mechanical technician. I got a job assignment at an alcohol factory in Lvov region in 1950. I
became chief mechanic and then chief engineer at this factory. I met my future wife, Ludmila
Volosova, in Lvov. She came to work in Lvov upon her graduation from Odessa Food Industry
Technical School. My wife is Russian. She was born in Kazanka, Nikolaev region in 1922. Ludmila's
family was in evacuation in Tashkent. After the war they returned to Krivoy Rog. Ludmila entered
the Production Faculty at Odessa Food Industry Technical School. After finishing this school she got
a job assignment at a plant in Lvov where we met. We got married within a month. My family didn't
have any objections against me marrying a non-Jewish girl, and Ludmila's parents treated me like a
son. We didn't have a wedding party. It was a hard and miserable time. We had a civil ceremony. In
the summer we went to my relatives in Konotop on vacation, and then we visited Ludmila's parents
in Krivoy Rog. We didn't celebrate any religious holidays at home. Both my wife and me were
atheists and didn't feel the need of religion. We celebrated Soviet holidays and our birthdays. We
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had guests, danced, sang and enjoyed the good food. Our favorite holiday was Victory Day on 9th
May. We had survived the war, lost our close people and felt like it was our personal holiday. Most
of our friends were Jews that came from the USSR. It just happened so. We spent vacations with
friends. Sometimes we went to the Crimea or the Carpathian mountains. On every vacation we
visited my father, my brother and my wife's parents. My wife and I have lived a good life together.
In 2000 we celebrated the 50th anniversary of our wedding. Unfortunately, we have no children.
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