
Dvosya Shouman 

This is a picture of my mother Dvosya Shouman, nee Shor, taken shortly before her wedding. This
picture was taken in Kiev in 1915. My mother went to a private Realschule in Kiev. She did well and
finished a full course there. This is all I know about my mother's childhood. Her family lived in Kiev.
She told me about the Jewish pogroms, which had taken place in Ukraine before the revolution and
during the Civil War. Once my maternal grandfather was chased by pogrom-makers. He barely
reached his friend's house. He even lost his rubber boots on the way. He spent the night at his
friend's place after having called home. There were a lot of Jews in that district. There was a
military unit in the vicinity. The Jews collected money and paid the soldiers monthly so that they
maintained order. After that no pogroms took place in that district. During World War I, my father
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was a battalion doctor in the tsarist army. His unit was positioned in Kiev for a while. He met my
mother somehow and they got married in Kiev on 22nd October 1915. They must have had a
traditional Jewish wedding as my mother's parents were religious. When the unit, where my father
served, was transferred to Kharkov, my mother left with him.
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