
Henrich Kurizkes And His Wife Miriam
Patova 

This is my wife Miriam Patova and I having a stroll in Tallinn. This photo was taken in 1958. In 1950
I was employed as a financier in the military enlistment office in Tikhvin, in the St. Petersburg
region. I got married in the same year. I met my wife Miriam Patova when I was on service near
Tallinn. We met at a Russian folk brass orchestra concert in the concert hall of Tallinn. A mutual
friend introduced me to Miriam. Our daughter Tatiana was born in Leningrad on 9th January 1951.
Miriam was a 4th-year student then. The day before the birth Miriam attended her lectures in
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college. Before our daughter turned one month old, Miriam brought her to Tallinn, stayed at home
for a short time and returned to Leningrad. Miriam's mother took care of our daughter till Miriam
graduated from college. My wife and I visited our daughter in Tallinn whenever we got a chance. In
1953 I was relocated to Boxitogorsk, 25 kilometers north of Tikhvin. Miriam also got a job in
Boxitogorsk where she went to work as a children's doctor in the town hospital. We also took our
two and a half year old daughter to live with us. We didn't stay long in Boxitogorsk. When
reorganization of the army started I was invited to the HR department of the Leningrad military
regiment where I was offered another position. They told me at once that there were no vacancies
in Leningrad. I said I would not focus on Leningrad and they showed me the list of vacancies where
I saw a position of Financial Manager in a hospital in Tallinn. I asked them to send me there. They
said it was difficult to receive an apartment in Tallinn, but it didn't scare me and I was appointed to
this position. In 1956 our son Alexander was born. We didn't give our children Jewish names due to
the Soviet environment. However, we never failed to observe Jewish traditions. Of course, there
was a ban on them in those years, but we couldn't care less. Besides, it wasn?t so hard in Estonia.
The army continued reducing their headcount. My position in the hospital was made redundant and
I was offered the position of Pension Manager in the military enlistment office. I accepted the offer
and worked in the military office for 26 years.
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