
Henrich Kurizkes 

This photo of me was taken for my identity card, in Tallinn in 1980. The army continued reducing
their headcount. My position in the hospital was made redundant and I was offered the position of
Pension Manager in the military enlistment office. I accepted the offer and worked in the military
office for 26 years. I was promoted to Financial Pensions Manager. I had to improve my education.
There was a Military Faculty in Moscow Financial Institute. I was on good terms with the Finance
Department of the Ministry of Defense. These people knew me well and appreciated my
performance. They gave me recommendations to the Institute, and in this case my nationality was
no problem. I was an external student and traveled to Moscow to take exams. I applied for
resignation when I turned 60; it was difficult for me to work at this age. Even generals resign at 60.
However, they didn't accept my resignation. They had to find a replacement, who knew Russian
and Estonian to communicate with the institutions and ministries. Finally I started looking for a
replacement myself and found an Estonian financial specialist working somewhere in Ukraine. I
sent his information to the Ministry of Defense and they relocated him to Tallinn, whereupon I
resigned. I started my service in the army in 1942 and resigned in 1985, having 43 years of
service. One and a half years at the front accounted for three years. I receive the Russian military
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pension, which is more than the ordinary old age pension.
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