
Marcel Mendelev And Her Brother Philip
Korobov 

This is my mother Marcel Mendelev, nee Korobova, and her older brother Philip Korobov after the
family arrived at Narva. This photo was taken in 1916. My grandfather Iosif was trained in the
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vocation of a hat maker. It was easy to travel abroad at that time, and my grandfather went to his
brother in Paris to master his craft. There he met Sara Brauns, my grandmother to be. Sara, my
grandmother to be, decided to become a bonnet maker. Bonnets were popular with ladies, and
bonnet makers were overloaded with work. Those, who had training in Paris, were particularly
popular. Paris has been the cradle of haute couture at all times and a bonnet from Paris was just
like a dream. My grandmother's sister Yetta Markovich lived in Paris, and my grandmother decided
to go to Paris to have training in the vocation. She met my grandfather to be there and they fell in
love with one another. They got married in Paris. It goes without saying that they had a traditional
Jewish wedding, both of them having come from a religious family. In 1908 their son Philip, and in
1913 their daughter Marcel, my mother to be, were born. After my mama was born, my
grandfather started feeling desperately homesick. He insisted on leaving Paris for Narva where his
father lived. So my grandmother, grandfather and their two children moved to Narva in 1914
before World War I. I don't know where my grandmother and grandfather lived after they returned
to Narva. They opened a shop in Narva. My grandmother also worked. They worked very hard and
finally managed to get better: they bought a house and opened a store. They were quite wealthy.
My grandfather was a very kind person and helped people. There were three gymnasia in Narva: an
Estonian, a Russian gymnasium for immigrants since there were many Russian immigrants
escaping from Bolsheviks, and a public Russian gymnasium. Mama and her brother Philip studied in
this gymnasium. Mama's brother Philip went to Riga to study to become a dental technician after
finishing the gymnasium. After finishing his studies Philip returned to Narva. However, he failed to
start his own business and helped Grandfather to work in the store. Philip was not married. He was
very much in love with a girl. It never came to the wedding since the Great Patriotic War began.
Philip was everybody's favorite. He was a very kind and sympathetic person. He never failed to
rush to somebody's aid. It's funny that one can tell that looking at Philip's photos in our family
album. Philip was very fond of being photographed on or without any occasion. However, it was not
because he was so much enamored with his own image. There was a photographer, a Russian
immigrant in Narva, who was not quite popular in the town. Photography was the only craft that
man had to earn his living, but he had hardly any clients and life was hard for him. Philip believed it
to be his duty to support the man and visited him regularly to have his picture taken.
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