
Ruth Laane And And Her Husband Valdo
Laane 

This picture was taken during our trip to Israel. This is me and my husband Valdo Laane. We took
many pictures, but they are mainly pictures of places of interest in Israel and of our dearest ones.
There are not so many pictures of us. This photo was taken in Jerusalem in 1989. We finally visited
Israel in 1989. Mama was in relatively good condition and we could leave her for a month. This trip
was very rewarding. I cannot keep brief my impressions of Israel. I had been told that I could not
know how beautiful the desert was. And it is true, I did not understand that it was beautiful in a
desert, and I had no idea that a hot country, surrounded by sand and stone could be beautiful at
all. Perhaps this was why the beauty of Israel was my discovery: lots of flowers everywhere,
mesmerizing landscapes and beautiful towns. The nature is so beautiful! We always had our
camera with us. We have many pictures of this trip. This trip was not only remarkable for the
beauty of nature or architecture. We also met with our friends, whom we hadn't seen for a long
time. We went from one town to another and there were our acquaintances in all of them. And we
were really happy to see them again. We stayed with Mama's cousin sister Bertha. My grandmother
and I corresponded with her. This reunion with our dearest people was indescribable. We learned a
lot about the history of Israel, not the history after 1948, but ancient history. We toured the whole
country. A month in Israel just flew by for us. My husband loved it in Israel. He found his ways there
much better than I did. We stayed in Jerusalem, and this was festive in itself. What a beautiful
town! I remember how we went to Ashdod after we arrived in Israel. Ashdod is a nice town, but I
would say, it's quite common. We left it late in the evening and took the highway to Jerusalem. The
hills around Jerusalem, the night-time lighting, it was something fantastic, so beautiful it was! I feel
different about Israel. Jews can feel safe and quiet as long as there is this state. I wouldn't say my
husband and I never considered moving to Israel. My husband told me that if I decided to move he
would follow me, but we needed to think what we were to do in Israel. It's a responsible decision to
change the life of the family so dramatically. One had to weigh things. And then I thought - right,
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what were I going to do in Israel? What could I do? I am not even that good at cooking. I cook for
my family, but if I were to cook for another family, I would be so nervous that I would fail to do it
properly. I know no craft that would be good enough to support me in Israel. If I could make hats
like my grandfather, or knit like Mama, I could at least do this, but I was a product of Soviet
education. The only time I made something with my hands was when we had vocational classes at
college where we made stools and made holes in tin sheets to make sort of vegetable grinders. I
mean, I've never been an idealist, and I knew that a Russian language professional would hardly
find a job in Israel. And I didn't want to be burden to the state or my relatives. Their life is no bed of
roses, and besides, I am not the one to look for somebody else's support. This is not for me. I've
got to manage my own life. Besides, my husband's mother was alive. He was her only son and the
only one of her kin, and she was of 100 percent Estonian origin, and she wouldn't have been
accepted in Israel. I also knew I would have no courage to tell her this: we're moving to Israel and
you're staying here. Basically, there were many problems that were hard to resolve. We stayed for
these quite ordinary considerations. I don't think having two older people joining the army of
unemployed would have been of much benefit for Israel.
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