
Cilja Laud 

This is me in the suit of Indira Ghandi at a costume ball in the Officers' House. I won the first prize
for my costume. The picture was taken in Tallinn in January 1956. I went to work when I turned 16.
In general, there was no need for me to drop my studies and start working. It was my wish as I
wanted to become independent as soon as possible. I wanted to work and have my own money. Of
course, I did not correspond to the notion of a good Jewish girl from a good Jewish family. 'Good
Jewish girls' were so tacit, so proper. I was active, even a tomboy. I got transferred to the evening
school after the 8th grade. During the first year of my studies I worked as a pioneer leader at a
compulsory school, but I had to quit my job: I spent a lot of time at my work, but I had to study.
Then I went to the plant, where Father was working. I was the head of the warehouse of high-
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voltage wire. There were a lot of precious things there, costing millions. Larceny was in full swing
during the Soviet times. On my first day, I held a meeting with all my subordinates and asked them
not to steal as I was young, and not willing to be put behind bars only because I could be easily
deceived. They loved me, did not steal and even did not swear in my presence. Of course, the job
was hard. Even now my hands get cold easily as I used to be in the freezing cold during the winter
watching the wire being loaded into the cars. The containers were placed on huge trucks from
which wire in huge reels was to be loaded into the cars. I counted them and recorded that in the
logbook. I had to wear a huge jersey coat which was below the knees as I was short, and mitts. It
was so funny - I against the background of huge stevedores. I was confident and could cope with
my work. I finished evening school, when I was working at the plant then I graduated from the
Librarian Department of Leningrad Culture Institute. I went for extramural studies at the institute. I
wanted to have a fully-fledged life. I worked, studied, and was involved in social activities, met my
friends, fell in love- in general I managed it all. Before graduation I started working at the Academy
of Science of Estonia. First, I worked at the library. When I got the diploma, I was named the head
of the patent and license department. I worked there for many years. Then I was offered a job at
the plant of the semiconductor devices named after Hans Pegelman. I had better working
conditions and a higher salary there.
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