
Cilja Laud With Her Friend Pesya
Speranskaya 

This is me (to the left) with my school time friend, Pesya Speranskaya. We were walking along the
Old Town of Tallinn and a street photographer took our picture. The photo was taken in 1984. In
1960 I started working at the Academy of Science of Estonia. First, I worked at the library. When I
got the diploma, I was named the head of the patent and license department. I worked there for
many years. Then I was offered a job at the plant of the semiconductor devices named after Hans
Pegelman. I had better working conditions and a higher salary there. I worked there for 20 years. In
1987 I left the plant and was employed at the National Library of Estonia. There were only two non-
Estonians among the employees of the library: a Jew, Regina Pats, who is still working there, a very
nice person with broken Estonian, and I. 680 Estonians elected me the chairman of the trade union
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committee. It was a funny time, the last years of perestroika. There shelves in the store were
empty - no things, no products. I was an old fox with an adventurous spirit, so I found a way to get
things, and if needed I bribed people. We reached an agreement with the Tallinn shoe factory and
they sold shoes in our factory. They brought us a whole bunch of frozen chicken from the grocery
base. It was such great luck at that time. We were given trip vouchers, bikes and TV-sets. All our
employees got good food and clothes. It was not the only thing I did. In summer our team went for
picnics. I arranged a choir there. In general, I tried to make life better for people.
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