
Miron Manilov And Evangelina Manilova 

This is me with my wife Evangelina Manilova after my return to Moscow after getting demobilized
from the army. It was the start of my civilian life. The picture was taken in 1955. When my
daughter, Diana, was born in 1950, I got a vacation and spent it in Moscow with my family. Then, I
had to go back to Kamchatka. It was hard for me to stay there by myself. Most of the men there
were single and as a result there was a lot of drinking, women, gambling, etc around me. I wrote to
Eva about it. In 1952, she came to live with me with our two-year old daughter. She moved to the
officers' barracks, i.e. a one-storied log house without conveniences. There was a common kitchen;
toilet and water were outside. Eva courageously got over all those inconveniences, but the climate
of Kamchatka turned out to be too severe for her and our daughter. Kamchatka is indigenous, and
by stepping on the ground you feel the nature of the earth - shakes and tremors of the soil. There
wasn't enough oxygen in the air as well. Eva didn't feel very well and had heart trouble. The
doctors advised her to go home. She didn't want to leave, but there was an earthquake in
Kamchatka and all the family members of the militaries were evacuated. So, Eva and Diana left for
Moscow. I was missing my wife and daughter after they had left. I felt so lonely, that I decided to
leave Kamchatka and do away with my military career. I was a disabled veteran and asked to be
examined in the hospital. I was given the second disability group and it was decided that I was
incapacitated for the military services either in peaceful or in war times. In 1954, I got a chance to
complete my military service and go back to Moscow. My wife and daughter met me at the railway
station. A new life was awaiting me. I didn't have to carry out orders, but make decisions and
independently have my own view. I had to think about a job. I didn't have any civilian profession.
Some of my acquaintances suggested that I should try teaching civil defense at school. At that time
civil defense was included in the syllabus and the retired militaries were offered to teach that
subject. Teachers were employed via the Municipal Department of Education. I was given the
assignment. My wife also found a job. She was a music teacher in school, located not far from our
house.
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