
Gavril Marcuson With The Former
Graduates Of Spiru Haret High School 

This photo was taken at one of the meetings of the former graduates of the Spiru Haret High
School in Bucharest. It was taken in a Bucharest restaurant, in the evening of 10th September
1981. The second one from the right is me, Gavril Marcuson. My name is Gavril Marcuson [the
initial name, Marcussohn, was shortened to Marcuson in 1968]. I was born in Bucharest, on 28th
October 1913. I graduated from the Faculty of Letters and Philosophy in Bucharest in 1935. I was a
researcher at the Communist Party History Institute. I had some books and articles published. I
retired while I was working for the Scientific and Encyclopedic Publishing House, in 1973. In the
1950's, I had this initiative, that the graduating class of 1931 from the Spiru Haret High School
meet al least once a month, so that we may keep in touch. I got the phone numbers of everyone,
and I called them. It worked. In the years that followed, we would meet in the last Thursday of
every month at the restaurant of the House of the University Staff. There were still many of us who
came when we celebrated 50 years from our graduation. On that occasion, we met at the 'Cina'
[restaurant] and we joined together several tables. That was a hell of a party. When we celebrated
60 years from our graduation, there were still some of us left. But when we had to celebrate 70
years, there was no one. You should know we were two classes with 40 pupils each, which gives a
total of 80. Only 4 of them are still alive today, and 2 of them are Jewish. Back the, there were 3
Jews or so in one class, and another 3 in the other. All the former Jewish pupils lived long. Even
those who are no longer among us, died in their eighties. The only remaining ones are a classmate
of mine and me. And out of the 74 Romanians, only two are still alive. So you see, Jews live really
long!
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