
Gyorgy Preisz With His Family 

This is my larger family, the relatives on my father's side. I?m the one sitting in the middle on the
floor. The photo was taken in Nagykata in 1930. My grandfather Soma Preisz was born in Toalmas
in the 1860s. I don't know much about him - only that he moved to Nagykata at the beginning of
the 1880s, where they married him off to my grandmother, Berta Preisz, nee Deutsch. She was
born at the beginning of the 1870s in Nagykata. If I remember correctly, they got married
sometime in 1887. My grandfather was a merchant; he had a village general store. They had
grocery, haberdashery and drapery goods in the store. They had six children. The eldest was
Auntie Etelka, who was probably born in 1890. Her husband was called Imre Horvath, and they
were also merchants in Nagykata. They had a dry goods and textiles shop. They had a child, Laci
and an adopted daughter because one of her husband's sisters died and their daughter became an
orphan; so they adopted her. She was called Bozsi Stern. The next daughter was Jolan, born in
1892. When she got married, many years before the war, she came to Budapest and lived here
with her husband Istvan Kovacs and their son, Andor. They were merchants as well. They had a
fashion boutique. Her husband died of tuberculosis in the middle of the 1930s, and then they lived
together, she and her son. She was here in Budapest during the war, but not in the ghetto; her son
was in forced labor but he came home, too. He was a violinist. He graduated from the conservatory
and used to play in orchestras. Then came my father Gyula Preisz. He was born in 1893, and he
was the only one of the six children who was given an education. The others only had four classes
of middle school. All of the children finished middle school in Nagykata and after that, they got
married and worked, opened stores, or came to Budapest. The next child was Uncle Miklos. I think
he was born in about 1895. He had a wife, Margit Deutsch, and they had two children, Kati and
Laci. They had a grocery and haberdashery store in Nagykata. The second-to-last was Pal Preisz.
His wife was Rozsi Erlik and they had a daughter, Zsuzsa. They lived in Jaszbereny and they were
movers. They had two trucks and moved all kinds of things with them. They had a bus as well. They
lived in Jaszbereny, and they were taken to Auschwitz from there. They never came back. The last
child, Pista, lived with my grandparents. He was still unmarried then, and he ran the shop.
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