
Tarmo Randvee 

This is my second husband, Tarmo Randvee. He was Estonian. This photo was taken in Tallinn in
1952. Tarmo and I dated in Tallinn for two and a half years. After that my father had got used to
the idea of his daughter marrying an Estonian. We got married in 1955. I never met Tarmo's
parents - they had died earlier. His father was a construction worker, and his mother was a
housewife. They lived in Tallinn; their family was poor and they couldn't afford their son's
education. That's why he worked at a building site and studied at the same time. Before the war
Tarmo Randvee graduated from Tallinn Technical College and had a construction engineer's
diploma. He married in 1939; in 1941 he was enlisted in a Soviet labor army and went to Russia.
Later Tarmo fought against fascist forces in the Estonian Rifle Corps. Hilda Randvee, his first wife,
was a nurse. During the war she took a five-year-old Finnish girl out of a concentration camp and
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adopted her. The girl's parents had been shot by fascists in her presence. In 1949 Hilda died at
childbirth; the baby died as well. Tarmo Randvee only had his adopted daughter, whom he had
brought up and educated. When we got married Tarmo was working at Tallinn Polytechnic Institute;
he had the academic status of a professor and was the head of the construction technology
department. He was a man of versatile interests and had a sociable, open-hearted character.
Among his friends were writers, actors, scientists, and athletes. We had a very exciting life. We
went to theatres, concerts, exhibitions, and often received guests. We had a harmonious
relationship.
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