
Doba Shlakhtman 

This is my maternal grandmother Doba Shlakhtman. The picture was taken for some document in
Tallinn in 1920. There is hardly anything I know about my mother's family. I never met my
maternal grandfather. I don't even know his name. My maternal grandmother, Doba Shlakhtman,
had died two years before I was born. I don't know what my grandfather did for a living.
Grandmother was a housewife as most married Jewish women at that time. Mother's family lived in
the Latvian town of Dvinsk. Before the Revolution of 1917, Baltic countries were part of the Russian
Empire. They gained independence after the breakup of the empire. Dvinsk was given a Latvian
name, Daugavpils. It is still called that.
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