
Serafima Staroselskaya's Grandparents
Sima And Borukh Vigdergaus 

My grandmather Sima and grandpa Borukh Vigdergaus. They lived in the town of Nevel in Pskov
province, where a lot of Jews lived. All our kinsfolk came from Nevel and Vitebsk. They were a very
close family. Grandfather and grandmother were born approximately in the 1878-1880s.
Grandfather's mother (my great grandmother) lived together with them, though she also had sons
Grigory, Bentsion and daughter Manya. But grandmother loved Sima very much and said that she
wanted to live only with her. Great grandmother was religious; she observed all religious rules.
Grandma Sima was very kind and sympathetic, everybody loved her. She was a person easy to get
along with. They owned an inn. There were a lot of villages around Nevel and Russian peasants,
who brought foodstuffs for sales, stayed at my grandparents' inn. As far as I know, they had no
education, though outwardly they were very intelligent people. Grandma and grandpa had six
children. They had seven really, but the first girl had died. Three sons and three daughters
remained. Elder daughter Sarah-Dinah (they called her Sonya at home), was born in 1901. Second
daughter Lyuba was born in 1903. Then brother Semyon (Shlyoma) was born and later Yakov
(Yankel) and finally Yefim (Khaim). Last and the youngest was my mom.
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