
Ruth Strazh And Her Family 

This is my granddaughter Angelina's wedding. Our family went to their wedding in Washington. My
younger sister Sofia Popova is at the front on the left, and I am on the right. 2nd row, from left to
right: my grandson Vadim and his wife, my granddaughter Angelina, her husband George Ekkey,
my son's wife Margarita Strazh and my son Maxim Strazh. This photo was taken in Washington in
1998. Angelina met her future husband at university. He studied at another department. His name
was George Ekkey. He was an American Jew and came from a traditional Jewish family. My son and
daughter-in-law went on tour to Israel, and Angelina and George also came there. My son liked
George very much, and this was very important for Angelina. Her father was the highest authority
for her. They were very close. One night the telephone rang at my son's apartment. My son was
alert. Night calls hardly ever bring good news, but this time it was Angelina. She told her father
that George had proposed to her and asked if her father had no objections to her marrying him. My
son replied that she had to decide for herself, but that he quite liked George. The following day he
had a call from George's father, who asked him whether he gave his consent to their marriage. My
son told me about it and we were waiting for the wedding. We went to America to the wedding. I've
been at a Jewish wedding and I can tell the difference. Angelina's wedding was a traditional Jewish
wedding. It was very nice. George's parents arranged the wedding party. They liked Angelina very
much. I gave Angelina our family relic. It was the gold medal that my grandfather Yakov Brodowski
received for his successes at Moscow University. On the right side of the medal the engraving says
'Year 1884' and 'Yakov Brodowski along the circle edge. On the underside is the tsarist coat of
arms and the inscription 'Moscow State University.' Now my granddaughter has this medal, and she
will give it to her children as the memory of their background. My great-grandson Dilan-Matthew
was born in 2000. At the time of birth he was given one name and that was Dilan, after George's
mother Dina. She had died some time before Dilan was born. His second name of Matthew he
received after my son, who died half a year after Dilan was born. It happened in 2001.
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