
Israel Gliazer’s Sister Sarra Gliazer 

This is my sister Sarra wearing a costume of Esther  at a Purim celebration in Podgaitsy in 1930s.

My parents got married in 1906. In 1907 my sister Etl was born. We called her Etka in the family.
Moishe was born in 1909 and Velvel followed him in 1912. I, the youngest son, was born on 3
November 1919 in Pogdaytsy. The youngest of children in our family was Sarra, born in 1922.

Our family lived in a small stone house in the center of the town. There were 3 rooms and a kitchen
in the house. There was a tiled stove in each room and in the kitchen. We actually had all we
needed. At times we had to mortgage our house and move into a smaller one, but then we
managed to pay our debts and move back. My mother and father observed all Jewish traditions,
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observed kashrut strictly. They were very strict about their religious life since they were Hasidim. 

The situation in the country was uncertain in the 1930s. There was a number of Zionist
organizations in Poland and there was also a socialist and a communist party in Poland. I and my
sister Sarra joined the Zionist organization of young Jewish people Hashomer Hatzair, that means a
'young guard'. It was a left-wing social democratic direction preparing Jewish young people to life in
the Jewish state and its protection from enemies. It was something like a scout organization: we did
physical training, wore uniforms and ties and learned contemporary weapons. However, our
organization did not call us to armed struggle for the establishment of a Jewish state that was
different from followers of Zhabotinskiy. We didn't have armed struggle in our plans. Each
organization had a club where young people had classes and observed Jewish holidays. I remember
Purim in 1934 when my sister Sarra and I attended a celebration in our club wearing our costumes. 

I didn’t have any information about my family during the World War II. I heard the horrific truth only
in 1946 - my family perished. My parents and sister moved to Skalat at the beginning of
occupation. They were in the ghetto in Skalat with my mother’s sisters and they all perished when
fascists eliminated the ghetto in the end. 
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