
Ella Lukatskaya’s Father Aizik Lukatskiy 

My father Aizik Lukatskiy perished in Deember 1941. Photo made in 1922 in Kiev.  

In 1928 my mother met her future husband and my father Aizik Iosifovich Lukatskiy. He was one
year younger than my mother. He came to Kiev from a small Jewish town of Smela in the vicinity of
Cherkassy.  His friends told my mother that he was a great patriot of his town. He used to say that
it was the best place in the world, although he had a difficult childhood. Atually his whole family
died during one of the pogroms in 1905-10. Only his cousins stayed alive. Little Aizek went to the
founding home at the synagogue in Smela. He grew an orphan. He finished primary Jewish school
there. My mother said that he knew Hebrew well and that he read Torah, but this education didn't
last in his life. The revolution turned him into a convinced Communist, atheist and internationalist.
He finished the Communist Institute like my mother and became a professional Communist party
officer. Later he somehow learned a profession of radio operator and cryptographer. 
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He was a radio operator and in 1941 he stayed on the occupied territory. In other words, he was
working in the underground and he perished at the end of 1941. This may have happened in
Darnitsa camp for prisoners of war. My father looked atypical Jew. Besides, he was circumcised
when a child. I think that if he had been captured by the Germans he would have had no chance to
survive. In 1941 my mother received the notification that he had been missing. And only ten years
later we got to know some details of his death. 
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