
Pavel Werner’s Certificate Of National
Reliability 

In 1948 I obtained a Certificate of National Reliability, as was required in those days. During my
shoemaking studies in Zlin I was active in the Youth Union, where there were various ensembles, I
led the recital ensemble. Everything of course had a strong Communist foundation, there I entered
the Communist Party at the age of sixteen. I was a bit apprehensive, as our teacher was a National
Socialist, but he was a very kind person and in the end joined the Social Democrats. 
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In the beginning the National Socialists tried to entice me, but I had a special relationship to the
Communist Party, which stemmed from the fact that in our barracks at Auschwitz we lived with
Russian prisoners, who at the time made a hugely strong impression on me - they were awfully
highly principled. Although I had nothing in common with them, the way they behaved amongst
each other moved me, how they sang each evening. I had a peculiar, positive affinity to them, and
as soon as I heard that the Communist Party had something in common with Russia, I said to
myself that that was the right choice. I saw it solely through my experiences in the camp, how they
affected me, I didn't think of it in any political sense, I really didn't know much about that. In Zlin
they sensed that I was very leftist-oriented, so they accepted me into the Youth Union, I traveled
around doing lectures, various schooling, I was active in this respect.
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