
Klara Leger 

My daughter Klara Leger in the first form. I photographed her for the memory on her first day at
school. This photo was taken in Mogilyov-Podolskiy in 1972. In 1958 I went to work at the design
office at the machine building plant named after Kirov in Mogilyov-Podolskiy. This is the biggest
plant in the town. I still work there, even though I’ve stepped over the retirement age. I met my
future wife Yelena Kravets at the plant. She was a copy operator at the design office. We got
married in 1962. We had a civil ceremony in the registry office, and in the evening mama arranged
a dinner for the family. We lived with my parents. My father installed a partial in the room and we
lived there for few years. In 1965 the plant constructed an apartment house for its employees and
my wife and I received a two-bedroom apartment. In 1965 our daughter was born. We named her
Klara after Yelena's mother. When my daughter was at school, I noticed that her Jewish classmates
had Jewish friends and Russian children had Russian friends. This was at the time of Brezhnev's
rule, when anti-Semitism became a part of our life. My wife and I wanted our daughter to enter a
college in Vinnitsa, but we realized that she did not have a chance to enter a higher educational
institution in Ukraine. Klara went to Moscow and successfully passed her exams to the Faculty of
Industrial and Civil Construction of the Engineering and Construction College. After finishing it she
got a job assignment in the Moscow region. Three years later she came back home and went to
work at the construction department. In 1994 Klara married David Roif from Yampol. He was a
veterinary. In 1995 their son Ilia, our only grandson, was born. Regretfully, my daughter's marriage
fell apart. She divorced her husband in 1998. David and his parents moved to Israel. Klara and her
son live in Mogilyov-Podolskiy.
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